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#TurnDebtintoHope #Jubilee2025
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Our mission

Development and Peace — Caritas Canada, the official international
development organization of the Catholic Church in Canada, is a democratic
movement for global solidarity rooted in Catholic Social Teaching that
champions women and social movements as key agents of lasting change.

Every year, our campaigns unite Canadians and forge links between them
and our partners in the Global South. Together, we work to build a world of
justice and fight the root causes of poverty, oppression and inequality.

g )
Join us!
This year, as part of Jubilee 2025, we are responding to Pope Francis's call
and joining the global Turn Debt into Hope campaign, so that our sisters
and brothers in the Global South can live in dignity, free from the burden of
unjust debt.

“Another heartfelt appeal that [ would make...
is directed to the more affluent nations.

I ask that they acknowledge the gravity of so
many of their past decisions and determine

to forgive the debts of countries that will never
be able to repay them. More than a question of
generosity, this is a matter of justice.”

— Pope Francis (Spes non confundit, §16)

A word from the president of the Canadian
Conference of Catholic Bishops

Dear sisters and brothers in Christ,

In this year of the Jubilee 2025, we are called to be Pilgrims of Hope. Inspired
by Catholic Social Teaching, the bishops of Canada, as part of our Jubilee
journey in Canada, join the global Catholic campaign, Turn Debt into Hope.
Let’s restore hope for people by alleviating the insurmountable and unjust
debt that burdens many countries of the world.

A matter of justice

In the name of all the bishops of Canada, I invite you to act alongside
Development and Peace — Caritas Canada, the official international
development organization of the Catholic Church in Canada, by:

- Encouraging your communities to give generously to Share Lent
(especially on Solidarity Sunday, the fifth Sunday of Lent, April 6, 2025),
in solidarity with our sisters and brothers in the Global South who face
the injustice of insurmountable debt for which they are not responsible

Signing the global petition calling for the cancellation of unjust debts,
a reform of the international financial system, and the creation of a
comprehensive debt framework within the United Nations

Together, through this campaign, may we show forth the justice and
compassion of Christ through our acts of generosity, engagement and
solidarity. As Pope Francis reminds us, “If we really wish to prepare a path
to peace in our world, let us commit ourselves to remedying the remote causes
of injustice, settling unjust and unpayable debts, and feeding the hungry.”
(Spes non confundit, §16). Let this be our witness in this Jubilee year.

Fraternally in our Lord,

N\ iy Hp T

wiw t William T. McGrattan,
. Bishop of Calgary
President, Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops

(Excerpted from the CCCB president’s message of support available at devp.org/lent/resources.)

What is a Jubilee?

Celebrated every 25 years in the Catholic Church,

a Jubilee is a special year of forgiveness and
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reconciliation, in which people are invited to
come back into right relationships with God,
with one another, and with all of Creation. The

o Vgl G tradition is inspired by the biblical year of jubilee,
.\ "’ o. a time when debts were cancelled, slaves
) g were set free and the land was allowed to rest
N Z 0« (Lev. 25, Deut. 15).
PILGR\"\% This year, under the theme “Pilgrims of Hope,”

Pope Francis invites Catholics to renew their hope
and adopt a vision that can “restore access to the
fruits of the earth to everyone.”

“Debt relief is urgent. It is, in many ways, Y
a precondition for the poorest countries to . -
make progress in their fight against poverty.” 7
\
— John Paul II, R,
Message for the Jubilee 2000 debt campaign -

Turn Debt into Hope

In 2000, during a Jubilee Year, Development and Peace — Caritas Canada took
part in a global campaign whose resounding success led to the cancellation of
over $100 billion in foreign debt for 36 of the world's most impoverished countries.

But today, more than 100 countries in the Global South are facing a debt crisis, as
the structural causes of indebtedness have not changed. Moreover, the situation
has worsened with predatory lending, the economic effects of the pandemic and
global inflation.

Today, 3.3 billion people live in countries that spend more on
debt servicing than on health or education.

That's why we are joining our voices to those of Caritas Internationalis and others
around the world who want to end these injustices. This Lent, join us in signing
the petition and giving generously to support the courageous work of our partners
in the Global South. Together, let’s end unjust debt and create hope to build
a better world!

External debt and ecological debt:
Who owes whom?

Countries in the Global South face crushing debt payments that keep them from
investing in their people. At the same time, countries in the Global North owe them
an “ecological debt” for exploiting their resources and destroying their environment.
This destruction drives climate change, which most adversely effects societies in
the Global South that are least responsible for it. Pope Francis calls our attention
to this injustice in Laudato Si'. We believe that recognizing ecological debt is a
vital step toward addressing the global debt crisis and creating a sustainable,
just future for all.

Our presence (i tlve worlel

Development and Peace — Caritas
Canada places human dignity

at the heart of its mission.

We support communities in the
Global South in taking charge of
their own development through
projects that address the root
causes of poverty.
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community
development and
humanitarian aid
projects

$9.9

million
invested

Sudan’s $22.43-billion debt represents

_ 44% of its gross national income (GNI).

. Political instability and armed conflict
have left 25.6 million people facing acute
hunger. Our partners provide cash aid,

women and children, fostering hope amid
the crises.
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Our partners inailce the difference

PERU: Ecological debt and mining

\' Peru faces an'ecological debt crisis as extractive industries, often foreign-
owned, deplete its natural resources, harm the environment and human rights.
These industries unjustly enrich the Global North at the Global South's expense.
Our partners, the Comision Episcopal de Accion Social (CEAS, Episcopal
Commission for Social Action) and the Institut Bartolomé de Las Casas (IBC)
work closely with affected communities, advocating for justice and sustainable
alternatives.

“Sustained by the historical imbalance between the economies
of the North and South, Peru continues to welcome false
promises of ‘development’ from foreign transnationals operating
with serious consequences for human rights, Indigenous
peoples and the environment. This system impoverishes local
populations while sidelining development alternatives based on
their ancestral knowledge. CEAS supports affected communities
through information, training and advocacy, empowering them
to stand for their rights and futures.”

j\ — Javier Jahncke, human rights lawyer, CEAS.

“Our territory is under concession without our consent.

The extractive companies want to move our territory to get
the oil, damaging places like the ojos de agua [eyes of water].
These water sources are vital to us, the Ashaninka, providing
water not only for us but for other species. This economic
model is not ours as Indigenous peoples; it distances

us from Mother Nature and our spirituality.”

— Karen Pamela Huere Cristobal, Indigenous Ashdninka activist, Peru.

CEAS at a glance

ESTABLISHED: 1965

MISSION: To proclaim the joy of the Gospel in its social dimension, encouraging
and articulating a national social pastoral from the option for the poor, promoting an
active citizenship with the capacity of advocacy in the defense and enforceability
of human rights, the search for the common good and integral ecology.

IMPACT: 29,900 people reached by our project, Rights based advocacy towards
socio ecological and systemic change with Peruvian church networks.

IBC at a glance

ESTABLISHED: 1974 (founded by Gustavo Gutiérrez, one of the
fathers of liberation theology).

MISSION: To contribute to the liberation and human development
of local populations through training, emphasizing the preferential
option for the poor.

IMPACT: 760 people trained at the Hugo Echegaray Community
Leadership School.

“The environmental impact of mining in my province
is severe: it pollutes water, air and soil, and the water
around the mines contains heavy metals that harm the
population. Economic inequality and distrust have grown
within the communities. We're fighting for change and

1 urge society to listen and support us in this conflict in
the province of Espinar.”

— Gerson Nilo Pérez Ccamerccoa, Territorial Coordinator
of Human Rights Without Borders, Peru.

At its Hugo Echegaray School, our partner IBC is training the community
leaders of today and tomorrow.

Trainees are equipped to lead the:

» Inclusion and empowerment or marginalized communities, including women
and Indigenous peoples

» Defence of human rights and the environment threatened by extractive
industries

> Revitalization of regional social organizations and church networks by local
activists

¢ i S b e . :

In October 2024, the IBC marked its 50" anniversary with a gathering in Lima
at which young people reflected on current problems and proposed solutions.
Development and Peace — Caritas Canada supported this initiative and made

it possible for two Canadian youths to participate in this event.
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Our work around the world from September 1, 2023, to August 31, 2024

therapeutic food and care for malnourished

Torkiye,

¢

The Philippines’ external debt, which exceeds $111 billion,

thriving, debt-free community of 550 families. This model
demonstrates the power of grassroots rehabilitation efforts.

Our work focuses on:
11.2
million
people
reached by our
overseas projects
and programs

34

countries

in Africa, Asia,
Eastern Europe,
Latin America and
the Middle East

- Ecological justice
- Citizen participation
- Justice for women

- Peace and reconciliation

With an external debt of $28.6 billion
that represents 23% if its GNI, Ethiopia
faces a worsening humanitarian crisis.
Over 15.8 million people require food
assistance, and child malnutrition rates
are alarming. To address this, we work
with our partners to distribute food,
agricultural tools and seeds.
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was exacerbated by borrowing after Typhoon Haiyan.
Yet, your solidarity allowed our partners to acquire the
land to build Pope Francis Village, which has become a

TUNISIA: Demanding fairer policies

Our partner, the Tunisian Economic Observatory (OTE), analyzes Tunisia’s debt
policies, revealing how resource mismanagement and unfair international
conditions trap the country in debt. OTE empowers citizens to demand
equitable policies and sustainable economic alternatives through workshops
and advocacy, fostering a fairer and more inclusive economic approach that
benefits the entire Tunisian population.

March of the global
counter-summit of
social movements
organized during the
annual World Bank and
International Monetary
Fund meetings at
Marrakesh, Morocco,

in October 2023

(Credit: OTE)
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OTE at a glance
ESTABLISED: 2013

MISSION: To empower the people of North Africa by democratizing economic
issues and facilitating access to information, enabling citizens, institutions
and associations to play an active part in sustainable development.

IMPACT: 400 people participated in OTE workshops and more than
10,000 were reached online via the web and social media to strengthen
democracy, inform citizens about economic reforms and help them influence
public policy.
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